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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of providing content in a 
portal, the method comprising: 

receiving a request from a user for a portal content component; and 

determining whether the user has satisfied a previous authentication requirement for the 
portal having a weight that is equal to or greater than a weight for an authentication requirement 
for the requested portal content component, wherein the requested portal content component is 
one of a plurality of portal content components and at least two of the portal content components 
have different authentication requirements with different weights: and 

providing an authentication mechanism according to the authentication requirement for 
the requested portal content component if the weight of the previous authentication requirement 
is less than weight of the authentication requirement for the requested portal content component: 

initiating a display of the requested portal content component if the weight of the 
previous authentication requirement is equal to or greater than the weight of the authentication 
re quirement for the requested portal content component. 

2-17. (Canceled). 

1 8. (Currentiy Amended) A system for providing content in a portal, the system 
comprising. 

a portal content directory storing a plurality of portal content components, each portal 
content component having an authentication requirement for access thereto, wherein at least two 
of the portal content components have different authentication requirements; 

a portal runtime engine for receiving portal content component requests and for 
displaying one or more requested portal content components; and 
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an authenticator configured to determine whether the user has satisfied a previous 
authentication requirement for the portal that has a weight that is equal to or greater than a 
weight for an authentication requirement for a requested portal content component. 

19. (Canceled). 

20. (New) An article comprising a tangible machine-readable medium embodying 
instructions that when performed by one or more machines result in operations comprising: 

receiving a request firom a user for a portal content component; 

determining whether the user has satisfied a previous authentication requirement for the 
portal having a weight that is equal to or greater than a weight for an authentication requirement 
for the requested portal content component, wherein the requested portal content component is 
one of a plurality of portal content components and at least two of the portal content components 
have different authentication requirements with different weights; and 

if the weight of the previous authentication requirement is less than weight of the 
authentication requirement for the requested portal content component, providing an 
authentication mechanism according to the authentication requirement for the requested portal 
content component; or 

if the weight of the previous authentication requirement is equal to or greater than the 
weight of the authentication requirement for the requested portal content component, initiating a 
display of the requested portal content component. 

21. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

means receiving a request fi-om a user for a portal content component; 

means for determining whether the user has satisfied a previous authentication 
requirement for the portal having a weight that is equal to or greater than a weight for an 
authentication requirement for the requested portal content component, wherein the requested 
portal content component is one of a plurality of portal content componente and at least two of 
the portal content components have different authentication requirements vnth different weights; 

means for providing an authentication mechanism according to the authentication 
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requirement for the requested portal content component if the weight of the previous 
authentication requirement is less than weight of the authentication requirement for the requested 
portal content component; and 

means for initiating a display of the requested portal content component if the weight of 
the previous authentication requirement is equal to or greater than the weight of the 
authentication requirement for the requested portal content component. 
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